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TAHNIAH DAN SELAMAT DATANGTAHNIAH DAN SELAMAT DATANGTAHNIAH DAN SELAMAT DATANGTAHNIAH DAN SELAMAT DATANG    

Tahniah dan selamat datang kepada 250 orang pelajar pasca siswazah yang telah mendaftar 
bagi sesi pengajian semester II sesi 2014/2015 (Kemasukan Februari 2015) pada 24 Februari 
yang lepas. 
 
Keesokannya sesi taklimat dan dialog bersama Dekan Pusat Pusat Pengajian Siswazah, Prof. 
Dr. Noraini binti Kaprawi  diteruskan di Dewan 3 sebelum disambung oleh wakil MyBrain15, 
En. Shukri bin Sardangi yang dijemput khas untuk memberikan lebih pemahaman kepada 
pelajar berkenaan peluang pembiayaan MyBrain15 yang disediakan. 
 
Seterusnya pelajar perlu  menghadiri 
taklimat daripada fakulti  masing-
masing seperti yang telah dijadualkan. 

 

Congratulations and welcome 
to the 250 postgraduate  
students who have registered 
for the second semester of 
academic session 2014/2015 
(February Intake 2015) on 24th 
February  2015. 
 
On the next day, a briefing and 
dialogue session was  
organised. The session was graced by the Dean of the Centre for Graduate Studies, Prof. Dr. 
Noraini  binti  Kaprawi. Representative of MyBrain15, Mr. Shukri bin Sardangi was also invited 
to enlighten students on the scholarships available. 
 
The students also attended a briefing session at their respective faculties to better understand 
the new learning environment. 

 

Dean 

Prof. Dr. Noraini binti Kaprawi 

Deputy Dean  
(Academic & Reseacrh) 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chan Chee Ming 

Deputy Dean  
(Student Affair, Development & Publication) 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ahmad Jais bin Alimin 

Head of Programme 
(Railway Engineering) 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Khalid bin Hasnan 

Senior Assistant Registrar  
Miss Rohana binti Dollah 

Secretary 

Ms. Aizan Halmie binti  Nohamad 

Ms. Asmah binti Jailani 

Administrative Assistant Officer  
Mr. Fatahullah bin Bachok 

 
Seniour Administrative Assistant  
Ms. Haspalela binti Mohd. Hamdi  

Ms. Norlaili binti Ismail 

Administrative Assistant  
- Academic  
Haidzir bin Maidin 
Ms. Noraishah binti Ali 

Ms. Susila binti Suhadak 

Administrative Assistant  
- Administration & Finance 

Mr. Syahamdan bin Sarif 
Mr. Mohd. Amirul Hafiz bin Mohd. Yazid 
 

Administrative Assistant - Contract 
Ms. Siti Aida binti Md. Noor 

Miss Nur Hazmira Azwa binti  Rosli 

Information System 

Mr. Mohd. Nazri bin Ibrahim 

Technical & Asset 
Ms. Zuraidah binti Bachok 

Centre for Graduate Studies 

“ALL THE BEST!” 

CGS: NEW STRUCTURECGS: NEW STRUCTURECGS: NEW STRUCTURECGS: NEW STRUCTURE    



2  

 

MY PHD JOURNEY  
Dr. Muhd Hafeez Zainulabidin  &  Dr. Angzzas Sari  binti  Mohd  Kassim   ~   A family and two scrolls...    

Reliving the ended life of PhD in the University of Strathclyde, Glasgow nearly a decade ago, we realized there are so many sto-

ries to it. Depending on which angle we look at it. Truthfully, we treasure each one of them. As for now, we will do our best to 

share our humbled experiences based on the theme given: ‘star'ng a family and pursuing a PhD’, or vice versa :) 

It takes two to tango. (she said) 

Any collabora'on will surely involve at least two par'es. Marriage is definitely one 

(supposedly, a collabora'on sealed for life (with God’s willing that is!) and PhD is 

another (more par'es involved), with a much shorter 'me but much more          

expecta'ons and efforts needed to make it work, nonetheless. 

Star'ng a family blessed with a beau'ful baby girl and enrolling in a PhD             

studentship, might all be too overwhelming. However, as with any journey, a good     

travelling  comradeship makes even rough voyages of discovery seems like       

pleasurable ones. I am extremely blessed to have good companionships of a       

suppor've husband (especially), family, experienced and understanding              

supervisors, fun-to-be-around friends and work colleagues during my PhD journey 

in Glas- gow. Rome isn’t built in one day but with the right a2tude you will get there! 

The challenge begins... (he said) 

Being so inspired working in an academic line, I couldn't be more enthused when a PhD    

scholarship was offered to me. Honestly, it wasn’t easy to do the PhD being a fresh graduate. 

What I’ve learned from my Final Year Degree Project in UMIST, Manchester has been my sole 

understanding on how to conduct a research. With no previous knowledge of supervising stu-

dents, I could not ini'ally an'cipated the expecta'ons from my PhD supervisor.  

I realized I had to work twice as hard. My main strategy was doing a lot of reading and the  first book 

was on ‘How to get a PhD’ by  Estelle & Derek. I was also in contact with senior friends who were pursu-

ing their PhD and they were great in sharing their best prac'ces. The main 'ps of surviving PhD is: to 

keep good (excellent!) rela'onship with your supervisor. 

                                                                                 Mind boggling.. (she said) 

       As soon as the agreement  between the Ministry and us were finalized at the 'me, we were 

determined to complete the study within the s'pulated 'me. Hence, we’ve opted for a family 

planning. Primarily, because we want to get the PhD done on 'me and secondly we wouldn’t 

want to take the unnecessary health risk if we’re to conceive while conduc'ng the 

experiments (mind you, I was working with all sorts of hazardous chemicals and      

biological samples that could be inhaled or absorbed through the skin which can affect 

the growth of the baby). I am a graduate of chemical engineering degree (B.Eng) and  

pursuing straight to PhD in plant biotechnology, is thoroughly challenging. In most of 

the discussions,  I’ve to pause and asked my supervisor to explain words (jargon to 

me) that he used and any important theories that underlies the project. Realizing my weak 

point at that 'me, I’ve enrolled myself for several master courses to strengthen  my               

understanding towards the project. 
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Childcare and part-�mer… (he said) 

At that 'me, my wife and I were pursuing the PhD and we couldn't hire or bring anyone from Malaysia 

to look a:er our wee daughter, so we’ve decided to put Alisha in a nursery. The nursery costs was 

GBP320/month (RM2,800). With a family allowance of no more than GBP 800, that was almost half of 

what we’re earning! So I’ve taken a part 'me job as a cleaner that started at 6am and finished 

at 9am. It was the most humbling experience I‘ve ever had: being a foreigner and    cleaning 

people’s toilets, while aBaining the highest degree of educa'on. My opinions of life and be-

haviour towards others has somewhat been affected ever since, in a good way of course. How-

ever, the job was ideal since my office is in the next building and I went straight to  conduct my 

research right a:er. All the hard works seemed paid off when my liBle Alisha was well looked 

a:er and happily learning with her many friends. 

 

Student vs. wife/mother…. (she said) 

                 My PhD project is a research col-

labora'on with Sco2sh Research Crop Ins'tute (SCRI)             

               in Dundee (124 km from Glasgow) and other industrial partners (Mark Spencer being 

               one of them). I  was frequently on trips to SCRI for  samples collec'ons, DNA  

               experiments and  discussions with the co-supervisor and collaborators. My supervisor was 

kind enough to drive me most of the 'me and the trips were filled with enjoyable  

discussions on the project as well as about life and family.   

The nature of the project demanded me to be physically in the lab and with the hundreds of       

samples to be analyzed, there were 'mes when I was too 'red I could barely  walk when I’ve got 

home. The guilt feeling did creep in some'mes especially for leaving my family on weekends and  

keeping late hours finishing the experiments. Communica'ons with the spouse on the liBle helps 

that were needed and expecta'ons from each other, was indeed  a great tool to sustain the  

sanity of a married life!! 

The bonding and re-bonding.. (us) 

In whatever we do, we’ve TRIED to strive hard for a balance. 

The minds might all be boBled up in our sophis'cated formulae  

or   exhaus've DNA experiments. Le2ng the steam off by spending 'me 

together and observing the beau'ful god-made sceneries of  Scotland 

has always worked its charms on us. We were lucky to be surrounded by 

the scenic views and close friends to enjoy the place and company.  

Countless ac'vi'es included drives through to the picturesque Sco2sh 

highlands, BBQ-ing in Loch Lomond, hun'ng Nessie in Loch Ness , animal 

pe2ng in Blair  

Drummond Safari, trips to car boot sales, window shopping from Buchanan Street to  Argyle Street and many, many more. 

Indeed, the bond forged in those years has shaped us to be what we are now (to some extent). 

The key that makes it worked: LOTS of prac'ce especially on 'me management, communica'on and teamwork skills! 

To us, PhD is the most rewarding and humbling experience, that make us realized, in anything we do, we     

give our best shots and we submit to Him to decide on the best outcome! 

PhD isn’t all about ge2ng the scroll. It 

is a structured process of learning to 

live, of se2ng up goals and strategize 

plans to achieve it. Then comes the big 

ques'on: What’s next? 

[err… We came back with 2 PhD 

scrolls, 1 (birth) cer�ficate, and 

twins in the making!!!  

Syukur Alhamdullillah :)...] 
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ALL THE 

BEST 

ACTIVITIES @ CGS 

(JANUARY (JANUARY (JANUARY (JANUARY -  MARCH 2015)MARCH 2015)MARCH 2015)MARCH 2015)    
………………………………………………. 
 

24 February24 February24 February24 February 

Pendaftaran Pelajar Baharu Pasca Siswazah  
Semester II Sesi 2014/2015, DTMII UTHM 

 

    
    
    

    
    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    

25 February25 February25 February25 February 

Taklimat Pelajar Baharu bersama Dekan Pusat 
Pengajian  Siswazah dan Taklimat MyBrain15  
daripada KPM, 
Dewan 3, 
UTHM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

15 March 15 March 15 March 15 March     
Agihan Baucer Buku 1 Malaysia, Ruang Santai 
Siswazah UTHM    

ENROLMENT BY FACULTIES 

(AS PER 9TH MARCH 2015)(AS PER 9TH MARCH 2015)(AS PER 9TH MARCH 2015)(AS PER 9TH MARCH 2015)    
………………………………………………. 

Funds: UP FOR GRABS !UP FOR GRABS !UP FOR GRABS !UP FOR GRABS ! 
……………………………….. 
MyBrain15 
https://payloan.mohe.gov.my/MyBrain15 
 
UTHM Scholarship 
Scheme for Assistant Instructor 
Scheme for Graduate Assistants 
http://ps.uthm.edu.my/v1/en/other-info/funding-
and-financial-support.html 

PAPER PRESENTATION FUND 
(FOR RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY)(FOR RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY)(FOR RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY)(FOR RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY) 
………………………………………………… 

THE BIG DAY:  VIVAVIVAVIVAVIVA----VOCEVOCEVOCEVOCE                          

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

……………………………………………… 
JANUARYJANUARYJANUARYJANUARY    
Abdalla AB Sinusi (PPP, FPTP) 
Yee See Khee  (PEE, FKEE) 
Wadhah Abdo Mohammed Al-Ashwal 
(KEE,FKEE) 
Nur Fatihah binti Muhamad Hanafi (KFA, FKAAS) 
 
 

FEBRUARYFEBRUARYFEBRUARYFEBRUARY    
Faisal bin Sheikh Khalid (PFA, FKAAS) 
Mohd Hilmi bin Othman (PDM, FKMP) 
Nur Alqaf binti Abd Karim (KFA, FKAAS) 
Suraya binti Ghazali  (KFA, FKAAS) 
Siti Zuraidah binti Zainudin (KEE,FKEE) 
Ridzuan bin Idris (KDM, FKMP) 
Maricel Cuevas David (KWZ, FSTPI) 
 

MARCHMARCHMARCHMARCH    
Mohamad Nazib bin  Adon (PEE, FKEE) 
Sulistyo (PDM, FKMP) 
Pratama Jujur Wibowo (PWZ, FSTPI) 
Chua Qing Shi (KEE, FKEE) 
Norazlianie binti Sazali (KDM, FKMP) 
Nur Fazlinda binti Mohd Pauzi (KDM, FKMP) 
Koshelan a/l Sundararajoo (KIT, FSKTM) 
Farhanah  binti Mohd Noor (KPP, FPTP) 
Mohd Hilmi Izwan bin  Abd. Rahim (KPP, FPTP) 
Muhammad Sani Adamu (KPP, FPTP) 
Punitha Rajendran (KPF, FPTP) 
Hassan Usman Jamo (PWZ, FSTPI) 

PROJECT/RESEARCH ONE-OFF 

FUND 
………………………………………………….. 
Master by Coursework       RM500 
Master by Research           RM750 
PhD                                    RM1000 

Master 

PhD 

Based on application and  
subjected to approval by the 
Dean of CGS  

ANNOUNCEMENTS!!! 
………………………………... 

Selamat Datang!!Selamat Datang!!Selamat Datang!!Selamat Datang!!    
    

Prof. Dr. Noraini binti Kaprawi  
Pn. Asmah binti Jailani 

Pn. Haspalela binti Mohd. Hamdi   
En. Syahamdan bin Sarif 

En Mohd Amirul Hafiz bin Mohd Yazid  
 

Terima Kasih…Terima Kasih…Terima Kasih…Terima Kasih…    

Dengan Ingatan Tulus Ikhlas...Dengan Ingatan Tulus Ikhlas...Dengan Ingatan Tulus Ikhlas...Dengan Ingatan Tulus Ikhlas...    
    
 

Prof. Dr. Ahmad Shakri  
                bin Mat Seman 
Pn. Haslina binti   
                   Abd. Rashid 
En. Shafei bin Samsir 
En. Lutfi bin Jaes 
En. Rahimi bin Ab Rahim        
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UPCOMING VIVA - VOCE 
……………………………………... 
FSKTMFSKTMFSKTMFSKTM    
PhD: 
Noryusliza binti Abdullah 
 

FPTVFPTVFPTVFPTV    
PhD: 
Tahira Anwar Lashari 
 

 

FSTPIFSTPIFSTPIFSTPI    
PhD: 
Abdulhameed Mohammed 
 

FPTPFPTPFPTPFPTP    
PhD: 
Mohd Yamani bin Yahya 

Selamat Selamat Selamat Selamat     

Ulangtahun Ulangtahun Ulangtahun Ulangtahun     

Kelahiran!!!Kelahiran!!!Kelahiran!!!Kelahiran!!!    

                            

    

En. Fatahullah bin Bachok     (1.1)(1.1)(1.1)(1.1)    

En. Mohd. Nazri bin Ibrahim   (18.1)(18.1)(18.1)(18.1)                

Pn. Asmah binti Jailani (18.1)(18.1)(18.1)(18.1) 

Prof. Dr. Ahmad Shakri bin Mat Seman 
(20.1)(20.1)(20.1)(20.1) 

Prof. Madya Dr. Ahmad Jais bin Alimin 
(29.1)(29.1)(29.1)(29.1) 

En. Lutfi bin Jaes (23.2)(23.2)(23.2)(23.2) 

Pn. Haspalela binti Mohd. Hamdi (2.3)(2.3)(2.3)(2.3)    


